STEWARDSHIP ‘OUR’ WAY!
OUR LADY OF THE ANGELS CATHOLIC CHURCH 

225 South Spruce Street, Kenai, Alaska, 99611  (907) 283-4555

Adopt-a-Highway Program:  Cleanup a mile of the Sterling Highway three times a summer.

Alternative High School:  Provide, cook and serve breakfast three times a week during the school term.

Catholic Relief Services Coffee Project:  Serve Fair Trade Coffee at church functions.  This program supports third-world farmers directly.   Parishioners are also encouraged to buy and use this coffee.

Christian Formation Activities:  Teach religious ed.; prepare meals once a month for teachers; assist teachers with arts & crafts projects; baby-sit during liturgy; facilitate RCIA;  offer social activities for youth; ‘break open’ the word for children;  Little Rock Scripture Studies for adults;  Lights, Camera, Faith offered during lenten season (movies related to Sunday readings are viewed and discussed).

Church Cleaning:  Designate two families for each week of the year.

Clothes Quarters:  A building constructed by the KofC to house this project sits on the parish grounds.  Open twice a week to sell clothes for those in need--25 cents to $1 per item.  Clothes are donated by parishioners and other community members.   All volunteer.  Clothes have also been sent to native villages. 

Cookbook:  Compilation of parish recipes; profits from sale of book go into the general fund. 

Cookies ‘Buy’ the Pound:  Parishioners bake and decorate cookies to be sold at Christmas time.

Committees:  Stewardship; Liturgical; Social; Outreach; Maintenance; Religious Ed; and Parish Council.

_Cordova, AK:  Our parish paid the Catholic church’s utility bill in this small community for a number of years.  Now Cordova pays the utility bill for the church in Dillingham, AK.  Stewardship begets stewardship!

Food for the Hungry:   Volunteers help serve soup dinners at the local Kenai Peninsula Food Bank.   On the first Sunday of each month, food is collected at all church services to be given to the food bank or to any one in need.   Thanksgiving baskets are filled and delivered each Thanksgiving holiday as well.

Funeral Reception:  Coordinator and helpers provide food at receptions following funerals.

Gardening/Yard:  Mow lawns; weed memorial gardens, cleanup grounds in spring; donate plants. 

Global Solidarity Partner with Cotabato, Philippines:  The Anchorage Diocese is a sister diocese with the Cotabato Diocese.  Sharing of gifts and cultures for a better understanding is the goal.  CRS sponsored.

Golf Tournament:  Coordinate and arrange a yearly ‘summer fun’ fund raiser for youth missions.

Habitat for Humanity:  Provide one dinner and one lunch for all habitat workers during construction.

Hospitality:  Greet, usher, serve coffee  after Mass.  Furnish welcoming packet to new members.

Knitting:  Knitters gather every Thursday to knit scarves to give as a visual sign of compassion to any one needing a ‘warm hug’ for various reasons:  death in family, sickness, loss of job, new baby, etc.

_Korogocho Mission for Mothers of Handicapped (Kenya, Africa):  tithe $400  monthly.   A number of parishioners contribute monthly as well to sponsor a deaf/blind child’s education. 

Liturgical Worship:  Altar servers; Eucharistic ministers; Sacristans; Ministers of the Word; Processors of offertory gifts; Decorators; Musicians of various instruments; Dancers; Choir.

LOVE, Inc.:  A community service effort of local churches of which we are a member.   A clearing house evaluates calls for ‘help’; then individual churches are asked to meet the need.    Examples:  Gasoline, groceries, rides to the doctor, medication, utilities, etc.

Maintenance of Church, Rectory, and Sisters’ Residence:  All general repairs: electrical, plumbing, etc.

Mardi Gras:  Sell raffle tickets; serve dinner for 120; donate gifts for auction/door prizes; volunteer for decorating, cooking and cleanup.    Profits are used for summer missions.

Mission to Bush Villages (Bush meaning accessible by air or water only/no road):  Youth with adult chaperones travel to villages in Alaska to offer sacramental preparation or VBS to the native children. 

Monthly Newsletter and Parish Directory:  Write, photograph; print and publish.  All costs donated. 

Plant Care:  Water, fertilize and transplant indoor church greenery and plants.

Prayer Chain:  Members of the ‘chain’ pray for special requests and needs.

Quilting:  Quilters of the parish have made and sent quilts to the villages.  They also donate one each year for the Mardi Gras raffle.

Rectory Upkeep:  Clean weekly; wash windows; do laundry; provide food for visiting priests.

Renovation of Original Log Church: The ‘old’ church was relocated to current parish grounds and restored to it’s original condition.  Application is being made for inclusion in the National Register of Historical Places.

San Carlos, AZ.:  For one school year, a couple from the parish taught Apache children on the reservation. 

Seasonal/Special Publications:  We share with smaller parishes in the state who cannot afford to buy them (ex: pamphlets for the Christmas/Easter season).

Senior Citizens’ Annual Luncheon:  The youth purchase food with their own money and cook and serve lunch to the Seniors of the parish.  They also provide entertainment for them during the luncheon.

Snow Removal:  Plow/shovel parking areas and walkways of church and rectory.

Support Person:  Death, illness, single parent, caregiver, respite care, new mother, etc.  

